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à REPORT ON THE SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, 1937 


Appointments and Transfers 


The writer was appointed Director of French Instruction in April, 1937, 
and entered upon his new duties on June 1st, 1937. Mr. A. J. Bénéteau, B.A., 
the former incumbent of the office, was transferred to the teaching staff of the 
University of Ottawa Normal School. Mr. Bénéteau, who formerly had been 
Assistant-Master in the Sandwich Teachers’ Training School, has acquired 
through his many years of association with the schools attended by French- 
speaking pupils, a fund of knowledge and experience which should be of great 
value in the training of French-speaking student-teachers. 

Mr. Adélard Gascon, B.A., was transferred from R.C. Separate Division II 
and District Division VII, Part II, Sudbury, to R.C. Separate Division VII, to 
begin duties on September 1st, 1937, with residence in Windsor. 

Mr. Laurier Carrière, B.A., formerly principal of Garneau School, Ottawa, 
was appointed to R.C. Separate Division II and District Division VII, Part II. 
He began his duties on September 1st, 1937, with residence in Sudbury. 

Mr. Lucien Laplante, M.A., formerly on the teaching staff of the University 
of Ottawa, was appointed to R.C. Separate Division XIX and District Division 
XII, Part II, with residence in Ottawa. His duties began on November 1st, 1937. 


Improvement in the Qualifications of Teachers 


A continued improvement in the qualifications of French-speaking teachers 
was observed during 1937. The following table shows the marked progress that 
was achieved in this regard since 1929. 


Total number of teachers under French-speaking in- 


RE ON OV OR me NE remet, à à 1,281 
Total number of teachers holding I or II class cer- 

a io LR DR die 1,018 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or II class cer- 

On RL sir 79.46 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or II class cer- 

D OO D LR ini den eos du 74.94 
Total per cent. of teachers holding I or IT class cer- 

NO CL 0 en Lane mi tiamtonene adieré «8 DLL 


It is expected that in September, 1939, approximately 90 per cent. of the 
schools attended by French-speaking pupils will be in charge of graduates of the 
University of Ottawa Normal School holding First or Second Class certificates. 
At that time, it is hoped, it may be possible to discontinue the use of the circular, 
Instructions No. 20, which sets forth the conditions under which certificates 
lower than Second Class may be extended and temporary certificates issued for 
French-speaking teachers. 


Age-Grade Distribution of Pupils in Elementary Schools 
The following tables present a compilation of the French-speaking School 
Inspectors’ Annual Age-Grade Summary Reports for May, 1937:— 
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Table No. 2—Analysis of Age-Grade Distribution in Relation to Ideal Age Spread in 
Rural and Urban Separate Schools Attended by French-Speaking Pupils, May, 1937 


r Under Within Over 


f A Ideal A I A 
GRADE Sn” 


| 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 


DR PO il. . ce... 3 0.03 6,562 53.28 5,750 46.69 


à... 102 ae comen à 2,260 36.52 3,929 63.48 
De nine de à las Matte sa le can ane a 1,215 36.13 2,147 63.87 
De net dat amiens Le 10 .21 2,235 47.77 2,433 52.02 
NT Lu b. <. 12 .22 2,619 49.94 2,615 49.84 
Diese Mere RER RES 9 .20 2,417 54.56 2,004 45.24 
DDR TEL RAR, A 22 .64 1,934 56.62 1,460 42.74 
MARNE MONTE 54 1.78 1,888 62.58 1,076 35.64 
RE cut à 30 9.04 579 72.84 186 23.39 
ri Cure 27 4.08 493 74.47 142 21.45 


—_—_———_————— | ——_—_—_———_—_—_— | ——————_—_—_—————…——— | ——————_— | ——_—_—_—_— | ———— 


Sense 167 .37 22,202 50.34 21,742 49.29 


NorE:—The above figures are for Separate schools only. There are also 3,183 French- 
speaking pupils (May, 1937) attending Public schools under the supervision of French-speaking 
inspectors. Similar information for these Public schools will be given in subsequent annual reports. 





Table No. 3—Grade-Enrolment Distribution in Schools Attended by French-Speaking 
Pupils, May, 1937 


(a) SEPARATE SCHOOLS 


Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 

EE ——— 
ET RE OU 22 10,438 63.87 16,106 500 26,544 59.92 
NN TRIER ARTS Li Leur ae OU 33.98 10,560 TRE 16,110 0.01 
ns nu à DS Pal 1:105 3.95 15497 3.28 
A mn enoo le a © ner Dave a wie sv à « 192 .68 192 .43 








NorE:—For detailed statistics, see Table 1 (a), (b) and (c). 


(b) PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades 
Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent. 
INR AE TEANECL Tous. 12530 66.75 525 58.92 2,055 64.55 
NN uso à 758 D0 07 200 39.61 LT 34.91 
RE vec sas 4 .18 13 1.47 Dr .b4 
(c) SEÉPARATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades 
Number | Per ceat. | Number | Per cent. | Number | Per cent, 
ARE TRE MU 0... 11,968 64.23 | 16,631 57.64 28,599 60.23 
Ep à 6,308 33.80 10,913 37.83 173221 20:27 
sm cc co e 396 1.91 1,118 Dior 1,474 o.10 


A er memes nee case 192 .66 192 .40 
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A study of the foregoing statistical information reveals the following facts:— 


1. The number of pupils enrolled in Grades I to IV constitutes more than, 
60 per cent. of the total school enrolment. 


2. Nearly 50 per cent. of the total enrolment in the Separate schools 1s 
made up of pupils who are over the ideal age spread for their grades. This re- 
tardation is especially noticeable in Grades I to IV. 


3. While the age of the pupils enrolled in Grades V to X is more in keeping 
with the ideal age spread for the various grades, it would seem that this enrolment 
is made up of a selected group of pupils, the others having dropped out gradually 
before reaching the higher grades of the school. The fact that a considerable 
number of pupils leave the public or separate schools, especially after Grade 
VIII, to enter secondary schools or private institutions such as colleges and 
convents, explains to a certain extent the relatively small enrolment in Grades 
LXrandrixe 


French-speaking teachers and inspectors as well as the members of the 
teaching staff of the University of Ottawa Normal School were made cognizant 
of the above statistics. At teachers’ conventions and at conferences of inspectors 
and Normal School masters held during the year, causes underlying this unfortu- 
nate situation in schools attended by French-speaking pupils were thoroughly 
studied and remedial measures suggested and adopted. 


The importance of a careful and systematic training of the children in the 
use of their mother-tongue by means of frequent and well selected oral and 
written language exercises cannot be stressed too strongly throughout the ele- 
mentary school course and more particularly in the lower grades of the school. 
Progress in the other subjects of study depends largely upon the pupils’ pro- 
ficiency in speaking, reading, and writing their mother-tongue clearly and ac- 
curately. The necessity of a greater number of suitable text-books, both for the 
pupils and the teachers, in order to attain the desired objectives in schools 
attended by French-speaking pupils is well recognized. Provision should be 
made in the near future, therefore, to ensure the revision of the texts now in use 
and the preparation of other books required by French-speaking pupils and 
teachers. In the meantime, teachers and inspectors should spare no effort to 
supplement their present equipment with the best available conversation ex- 
ercises, reading selections, pictures, and appropriate library books. 


It is hoped that subsequent annual reports will reveal much improvement in 
the general attainments of French-speaking pupils, as shown by their age-grade 
distribution in the elementary schools. 


Secondary School Classes 


Besides the 1,474 pupils enrolled in Grades IX and X of the elementary 
schools, there are 872 French-speaking pupils pursuing their studies in the Lower, 
Middle and Upper School departments of High Schools and Collegiate Institutes 
in which advanced courses in French Grammar, French Literature and French 
Composition are being offered. Approximately 500 students are taking these 
same courses in private schools and colleges. While there is room for improve- 
ment in the general results obtained in French in these secondary school classes, 
it is evident that on the whole a sincere effort is being put forth by teachers and 
students to achieve as much success as possible under the present circumstances. 


9 


University of Ottawa Normal School 


À In the spring of 1937, there was a total enrolment of 219 teachers-in-training 
À: the University of Ottawa Normal School. Out of the 26 students enrolled in 
the First Class course, 20 were successful in obtaining their certificates. The 
Second Class course was attended by 193 students, 118 of whom were awarded 
their teaching certificates. It is hoped that the number of French-speaking 
students seeking First Class certificates will increase materially within the next 
few years. 


ROBERT GAUTHIER, 
Director of French Instruction. 


Toronto, April 29th, 1938. 
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